
Urban planners promise us a paradise on earth -- if we give them enough power to create it.



With that power, they say they can revitalize our downtowns



Make streets pedestrian friendly



And improve the livability of our cities. (Appropriately, this book is a work of fiction.)



Imagine you are an urban planner in 1950 writing a 50-year plan for Wichita.



In 1950, no one had ever direct dialed a long-distance phone call.



In 1950, if you said you were working on your computer, people would have assumed you meant 
some sort of slide rule. The idea of a home computer was absurd, so your plan might have 
forbidden home businesses.



In 1950, no one had ever flown on a commercial jet aircraft.



But almost everyone had ridden on a passenger train.



So your plan probably would have devoted a lot of space to a train station and not much to an 
airport.



In 1950, no one had ever been to a pizza hut.



In 1950, the average supermarket had just 5,000 different products on its shelves; no one had ever 
shopped at a supercenter with 100,000 products or more.



In 1950, some people thought this might be the future of housing. We know today that any 
predictions made in 1950 were probably wrong, so any plans based on those predictions would also 
be wrong. Yet many cities today are writing 50-year plans.



The problem is that cities are simply too complicated to plan. There are too many people with 
different goals



too many parcels of land with different potential uses. So, instead of finding the optimal use for 
each parcel of land, urban planners follow fads.



For example, in 1959, Kalamazoo Michigan tried to revitalize its downtown by closing this street to 
motor vehicles.



This started a fad, and within 30 years some 200 cities had closed streets to automobiles.



All but a handful of these closures were failures. With no vehicle traffic, businesses failed or moved.



Here is Kalamazoo’s mall today, reopened to traffic. Yet some cities still are talking about closing 
major streets to motor vehicles.



A second urban-planning fad also began in the 1950s: slum clearance and replacement of those 
slums with giant concrete apartment buildings.



Inspired by a Swiss architect named Le Corbusier, this project in St. Louis was designed by the same 
architect who later designed the World Trade Center. Despite winning awards,



it proved to be so unlivable that it was demolished just 17 years after it opened.



The residents of this development in Chicago were not so lucky: it was only demolished 30 years 
after it was built.



A more recent fad is illustrated by my home town of Portland, Oregon. In 1979, Portland drew an 
urban growth boundary around itself and 23 incorporated suburbs.



Outside the boundary, 97 percent of Oregon is so strictly zoned that you can only build a house on 
your own land if you have at least 80 acres and you earn at least $40,000 to $80,000 (depending on 
soil productivity) a year farming it.



When planners drew the growth boundary, they promised they would expand it when needed so 
there would always be land available for urban development. But, as Peter Drucker pointed out, 
whenever government does anything, even just drawing a line, it soon becomes “moral.” This 
happens the interest groups that benefit from that line lobby to keep it in place.



Although planners made a few small additions to the boundary, mainly an area called Damascus, 
they put so many restrictions on construction that homebuilders have given up on ever developing 
the area.



Instead of growing out, planners want Portland to grow up, that is, get denser. All of the purple 
areas on this map have been targeted for high-density developments.



This neighborhood of single-family homes has been rezoned for apartments, so it is starting to see 
apartment grow up in people’s back yards.



The zoning is so strict that, if your house burns down, you can only replace it with a rowhouse, 
apartment, or some other structure that meets the minimum density of the zone.



$160,000 in Houston
The intended consequence of these zoning rules is to make single-family housing, the kind of 
housing 80 percent of Americans say they prefer, unaffordable. This four-bedroom, 2-1/2 bath 
home in Houston recently sold for $160,000.



$156,000 in Wichita
According to Coldwell Banker, that same home would have sold for $156,000 in Wichita.



$320,000 in Portland
But in Portland it would have sold for twice that much.



Portland planners are proud that they have made land so expensive that developers will buy 
existing homes on quarter acre lots



tear them down



And replace them with four “skinny houses,” houses just 15 feet wide on 25-foot-wide lots.



If you think this could not happen in Kansas, think again: Secretary of Transportation Ray LaHood is 
requiring all metropolitan areas to begin planning for more compact development. He admitted to 
the National Press Club that his goal was to coerce people out of their automobiles by making cities 
too congested to drive in



Another urban planning fad pioneered in Portland is light rail. Excuse me, this isn’t Portland, this is 
Moscow.



This is Portland.



Whenever I see a light-rail train in front of an ugly apartment building, I think it is Portland. But you 
can see the difference: at least it is sunny in Moscow,



While it is raining in Portland.



Portland planned its first light-rail line when Congress in 1973 allowed cities to cancel planned 
interstate freeways and use the money for transit capital improvements.



At the time, Portland had an excellent bus system with rapidly growing ridership. But if the city 
dedicated the freeway money to buying new buses, it wouldn’t have had enough money to operate 
all those new buses.



So it built light rail BECAUSE it was expensive. Make no mistake: the attraction of light rail was that 
it cost a lot of money and allowed Portland to keep those federal capital dollars without greatly 
adding to the city’s operating costs.
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Unfortunately, light rail ended up costing more than expected, and to pay for the cost overruns 
Portland raised bus fares and cut bus service, leading to a huge decline in transit ridership. This 
should have taught the city a lesson: don’t build expensive rail lines. 



But once you get started, you can’t stop because the companies that make money from building the 
lines lobby to build more.



Urban planners supported this effort because they wanted to zone the lands near light-rail stations 
for high-density development. 



“We have not seen any of the 
kind of development—of a 
mid-rise, higher-density, 
mixed-use, mixed-income 
type—that we would’ve 
liked to have seen” along the 
MAX line.
—Mike Saba, Portland City Planner, 1996

However, ten years later, not a single such development had been built.



“We are in the hottest real 
estate market in the country,” 
yet “most of those sites [along 
the MAX line] are still 
vacant. . . . It is a myth to think 
that the market will take care 
of development along transit 
corridors.”
—Charles Hales, City Commissioner, 1996

So the city decided to subsidize such developments.



“The primary reason for underbuilding in urban areas is the lack of 
financial feasibility.There is little evidence to support the conclusion that 
the high densities required in Urban Centers,in the absence of public 
assistance,are profitable under current market conditions,and that 
developers and property owners are either unaware that they could make 
more money by building denser,or prohibited from doing so by physical or 
policy constraints.”
from:Metro Urban Centers: An Evaluation of the Density of Development.

From Portland City Council Agenda:
1620 Grant a ten-year property tax exemption to Hoyt Street 
Properties, LLC for new multiple-unit housing on the block 
bounded by NW 11th, 12th, Lovejoy, and Marshall Streets 
(Second Reading Agenda 1587)  Disposition: Ordinance No. 
175047.

10 year property tax exemption

details: www.saveportland.org
It gave 10-year property tax waivers to high-density residences near the rail lines.



details: www.saveportland.org625 NW 11th

Million-dollar condos ended up paying taxes only on the land, not the improvements.



Portland started a newer fad when it built a downtown streetcar line. It claimed that the streetcar 
generated billions in economic development along the line, and now 80 other cities want to build 
streetcars.



$288.6

$167.5

$233.9

$66.3

$165.0
$143.6

Urban Renewal (TIF) Districts 
(subsidies in millions)

In fact, that development was stimulated by two-thirds of a billion dollars of subsidies from tax-
increment financing, including infrastructure such as parking garages. The red line is Portland’s 
streetcar line through downtown.
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$164.2

Urban Renewal (TIF) Districts 
(subsidies in millions)
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Today, Portland has drawn all of its TIF districts to follow the city’s light-rail or streetcar lines so it 
can subsidize high-density developments all along these lines.



Portland’s mayor, Sam Adams, says it is his goal to house all of the 300,000 people who are 
expected to move to Portland’s population in the next few decades in high-density developments 
along the streetcar and light-rail lines.



“Urban rail transit 
investments rarely ‘create’ 
new growth, but more 
typically redistribute 
growth that would have 
taken place without the 
investment.”
Cervero & Seskin, FTA Report #TCRP-7  

Yet the economic development generated by rail transit and TIF is a zero-sum game: it does not 
generate new development, but just relocates it from one part of the region to another.



Meanwhile, fire, police, and other urban services are declining because TIF effectively stole money 
from their budgets and put it in the pockets of developers.



It isn’t even clear that these developments are all that transit oriented. Excuse me, this isn’t a 
development in Portland, it is in the former East Germany.



Here is the one in Portland.



The difference between them is that, when East Germans got their freedom, they moved out of 
these apartments, which are now slated for demolition.



While Portlanders who lost their freedom had to move into developments like this one, which has 
only two-thirds of a parking space per residence. See those cars?



They are illegally parked in a fire lane.



These cars are parked on the sidewalk indicated by the red stripe. The management of this 
development knows that if it enforces the parking rules, people will move out.



This mixed-use development consists of apartments on the upper three floors and shops on the 
ground floor.



But all the ground-floor shops in the previous photo are vacant because planners didn’t provide 
enough parking to support retail shops.



There is a large parking lot next to the development, but it is reserved for patrons of the light-rail 
line. This doesn’t mean light rail is bad for all businesses.
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Powell sets deadline for Iraq Bush tries
new deal
for Great
Society

Although France and Germany
oppose the use of force, the
United States prepares to push
for U.N. authorization Friday

By STEVEN R. WEISMAN
NEW YORK TIMES NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON — Secretary of State
Colin Powell warned Sunday that if Sad-

dam Hussein is not cooperating with
U.N. weapons inspectors at the end of
this week, President Bush would press
“immediately” for consideration of a Se-
curity Council resolution authorizing
possible use of force against Iraq.

Powell’s comments laid out what ap-
peared to be an accelerating timetable in
the confrontation with Iraq, even as
France, Germany and other skeptics at
the Security Council continued to call for
more time before considering the use of

force.
Bush and his national security adviser,

Condoleezza Rice, also said time was
running short, as the administration
seemed to be setting in motion a swift
showdown with France and Germany,
two of the United States’ closest allies.
Russia’s president, Vladimir Putin, said
Sunday that Moscow, too, was aligning
itself with Paris and Berlin. He spoke
after talks with Chancellor Gerhard
Schroeder of Germany.

U.S. officials say the next important
day in the quickening pace of events
concerning Iraq is Friday, when Hans
Blix and Mohamed ElBaradei, the chief
U.N. weapons inspectors, are to deliver
an updated report on whether Iraq is co-
operating with the inspections imposed
by the Security Council in November.

In Baghdad, Blix and ElBaradei said
Sunday that they had made some pro-
gress in getting Iraq to cooperate

Please see IRAQ, Page A5 The president quietly proposes
restructuring social programs,
giving states more control over
Medicaid and Head StartDrugs are on the move on MAX By SUSAN MILLIGAN

THE BOSTON GLOBE

WASHINGTON — With little fanfare,
President Bush has proposed a dramatic
overhaul in the Great Society programs
created in the 1960s to provide a safety
net for the poor and elderly. His 2004
budget outlines a series of sweeping
changes in social programs — from
Head Start to Medicaid — that have long
been targets of conservative criticism.

Bush’s spending plan, which he sub-
mitted last week to the Republican-
controlled Congress, would give the
states more power in administering
Medicaid, the health program for the
poor, and in controlling Head Start, the
preschool program for disadvantaged
children.

The president’s proposals for Medi-
care would encourage elderly beneficia-
ries to join health maintenance organiz-
ations. Among the incentives would be a
prescription drug benefit, offered in ex-
change for patients leaving the tradition-
al system subsidized by the government,
which involves payments of separate
fees for each medical service.

Those changes — if approved by Con-
gress — could amount to the biggest re-
visions in social programs since Lyndon
Johnson.

“It does stand out as . . a more radical
change than anything we’ve seen in
more than 30 years,” said Robert Greens-
tein of the Center on Budget and Policy

Please see BUDGET, Page A11

Police note that dealers have
latched onto Fareless Square
stops and the rides between them
as fruitful places for sales

By JOSEPH ROSE
THE OREGONIAN

The dealer lingered in the shadows of
a MAX platform under the Burnside
Bridge. In one of his jeans pockets, $7
packets of heroin rubbed against a trad-
ing card-size picture of the Virgin Mary.

Finding a buyer for the drugs was as
easy as waiting for trains to stop and un-
load riders every few minutes.

Busting the seller was just as easy for
an undercover cop posing as a street kid
on a recent night. Step off the MAX.
Make eye contact. Within two minutes,
the dealer was in handcuffs.

“The frustrating thing is there are
three more guys in the wings, ready to
take his place,” said transit police Sgt.
John Harrison as he watched a patrol car
take the dealer away.

Every day, from just before sunrise to
several hours after dark, the same frus-
tration waits at MAX stops along Fareless
Square, say officers who patrol the free-
ride zone.

Like commuters, shoppers and urban
planners, dope dealers and junkies are
developing a fondness for one of Ameri-
ca’s cleanest, most reliable light-rail sys-
tems.

And when the ride is free, addicts have
more money to get high and sellers can
escape arrest by hopping on the next
train. Many deals happen aboard mov-
ing trains, usually unnoticed by other
passengers or on-board security camer-
as, with a quick handshake or bump in
the aisles.

As a result, police say, Portland’s drug
trade is increasingly becoming a disori-
enting blur.

“You can make a deal and TriMet will
drive you away,” said Officer Chris Tray-
nor of the Northeast Precinct neighbor-
hood response team. “The MAX is their
taxi.”

After years of being heralded as a jewel
of progressive growth, MAX is starting to
show the social wear and tear that
plagues rail transit in other urban areas.

The drug problem makes police offi-
cials cringe. Some officers worry about

the potential for turf wars. But with
shrinking budgets to prosecute and jail
dope dealers, they concede that all they
can do is play catch-up.

Furious and constant undercover mis-
sions are considered the best reaction.
Yet TriMet and Portland police say such
efforts are a serious drain, pulling as
many as 10 officers at a time from other
duties for several days and requiring
thousands of dollars of overtime pay.

As long as trafficking continues
quietly, without making other riders un-
comfortable, it likely won’t be a priority,
said Portland police Capt. Mike Bell, who
heads TriMet’s transit police division.

TriMet contracts with four police de-
partments and two sheriff’s offices for
the division’s 35 sworn officers, paying
their salary during their tours of duty.
TriMet also tells them what to crack
down on. Based on customer com-
plaints, the agency currently considers
smoking, yelling and other “bad

Please see MAX, Page A9

BRUCE ELY/THE OREGONIAN

Sgt. John Harrison, a Gresham police officer contracted by TriMet’s transit police division, searches Jon Hall at the
Skidmore Fountain station. Hall was arrested on suspicion of selling heroin to an undercover officer.
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Since mid-December, an undercover Tri-Met officer has logged every dealer busted during random
afternoon and evening drug buys. Fifty-nine arrests have been made since Dec. 17, 2002.
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Prior arrests:
During an intensive
sweep of Holladay
Park from Nov. 2001
through Feb. 2002
police arrested 44
drug sellers and
alleged buyers.

Arrests at Fareless Square
MAX stops since Dec. 17:

1

Stop Arrests

Skidmore Fountain 44

Yamhill district 6

Mall/S.W. 5th Ave. 5

Rose Quarter 2

Old Town/Chinatown 1

Lloyd Center 1

Total 59
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Immunity
to smallpox
may linger
Lab tests indicate that the bodies
of people inoculated decades ago
“remember” the virus and fight
it, an OHSU researcher says

By ANDY DWORKIN
THE OREGONIAN

People vaccinated against smallpox
decades ago could still have a surprising
amount of immunity, according to pre-
liminary research by an Oregon Health &
Science University researcher.

Mark Slifka and his lab assistants have
exposed more than 100 blood samples
from previously immunized people to a
virus closely related to smallpox. That vi-
rus, vaccinia, is used to immunize
against the disease, which has been
eradicated in nature but which some
government officials fear could be re-
vived in a terrorist attack.

When vaccinia is exposed to blood
plasma from people who were never im-
munized, then put into a lab dish with a
tissue culture, the virus usually kills all
the cells, Slifka said. In recently vaccinat-
ed people, however, the virus will kill few
to no cells.

By exposing the blood samples to vac-
cinia and seeing how many cells die, Slif-
ka hopes to gauge how much immunity
against smallpox people might have 20,
40 or 60 years after their last vaccination.
Slifka said he has seen signs that the

Please see SMALLPOX, Page A7
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End-of-life expert begins to shape life at OHSU
Dr. Christine
Cassel, who

became medical
dean of Oregon

Health &
Science

University last
year, is an

expert in aging
and ethics.

BENJAMIN BRINK
THE OREGONIAN

Dr. Christine Cassel, the latest
dean of the School of Medicine,
takes the advice she gives senior
patients: Relish new challenges

By DON COLBURN
THE OREGONIAN

A young man lay dying in a San Fran-
cisco hospital. A rare cancer — unheard
of in a man his age — raised purplish
splotches on his skin and sapped his
strength.

Dr. Christine Cassel was told to sum-
mon the other doctors-in-training be-
cause they might never see another case
like this.

Wrong. Within two years, the epidem-
ic called AIDS would make the man’s
symptoms frighteningly common.

But at the time — in 1979 — Cassel
was struck by medicine’s oddly back-
ward idea of the ideal teaching case: a
young patient with a rare disease.

“Then you’d go back to the unit,” Cas-
sel says, “and all the patients were old

Please see DEAN, Page A10
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Powell sets deadline for Iraq Bush tries
new deal
for Great
Society

Although France and Germany
oppose the use of force, the
United States prepares to push
for U.N. authorization Friday

By STEVEN R. WEISMAN
NEW YORK TIMES NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON — Secretary of State
Colin Powell warned Sunday that if Sad-

dam Hussein is not cooperating with
U.N. weapons inspectors at the end of
this week, President Bush would press
“immediately” for consideration of a Se-
curity Council resolution authorizing
possible use of force against Iraq.

Powell’s comments laid out what ap-
peared to be an accelerating timetable in
the confrontation with Iraq, even as
France, Germany and other skeptics at
the Security Council continued to call for
more time before considering the use of

force.
Bush and his national security adviser,

Condoleezza Rice, also said time was
running short, as the administration
seemed to be setting in motion a swift
showdown with France and Germany,
two of the United States’ closest allies.
Russia’s president, Vladimir Putin, said
Sunday that Moscow, too, was aligning
itself with Paris and Berlin. He spoke
after talks with Chancellor Gerhard
Schroeder of Germany.

U.S. officials say the next important
day in the quickening pace of events
concerning Iraq is Friday, when Hans
Blix and Mohamed ElBaradei, the chief
U.N. weapons inspectors, are to deliver
an updated report on whether Iraq is co-
operating with the inspections imposed
by the Security Council in November.

In Baghdad, Blix and ElBaradei said
Sunday that they had made some pro-
gress in getting Iraq to cooperate
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restructuring social programs,
giving states more control over
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WASHINGTON — With little fanfare,
President Bush has proposed a dramatic
overhaul in the Great Society programs
created in the 1960s to provide a safety
net for the poor and elderly. His 2004
budget outlines a series of sweeping
changes in social programs — from
Head Start to Medicaid — that have long
been targets of conservative criticism.

Bush’s spending plan, which he sub-
mitted last week to the Republican-
controlled Congress, would give the
states more power in administering
Medicaid, the health program for the
poor, and in controlling Head Start, the
preschool program for disadvantaged
children.

The president’s proposals for Medi-
care would encourage elderly beneficia-
ries to join health maintenance organiz-
ations. Among the incentives would be a
prescription drug benefit, offered in ex-
change for patients leaving the tradition-
al system subsidized by the government,
which involves payments of separate
fees for each medical service.

Those changes — if approved by Con-
gress — could amount to the biggest re-
visions in social programs since Lyndon
Johnson.

“It does stand out as . . a more radical
change than anything we’ve seen in
more than 30 years,” said Robert Greens-
tein of the Center on Budget and Policy
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Police note that dealers have
latched onto Fareless Square
stops and the rides between them
as fruitful places for sales

By JOSEPH ROSE
THE OREGONIAN

The dealer lingered in the shadows of
a MAX platform under the Burnside
Bridge. In one of his jeans pockets, $7
packets of heroin rubbed against a trad-
ing card-size picture of the Virgin Mary.

Finding a buyer for the drugs was as
easy as waiting for trains to stop and un-
load riders every few minutes.

Busting the seller was just as easy for
an undercover cop posing as a street kid
on a recent night. Step off the MAX.
Make eye contact. Within two minutes,
the dealer was in handcuffs.

“The frustrating thing is there are
three more guys in the wings, ready to
take his place,” said transit police Sgt.
John Harrison as he watched a patrol car
take the dealer away.

Every day, from just before sunrise to
several hours after dark, the same frus-
tration waits at MAX stops along Fareless
Square, say officers who patrol the free-
ride zone.

Like commuters, shoppers and urban
planners, dope dealers and junkies are
developing a fondness for one of Ameri-
ca’s cleanest, most reliable light-rail sys-
tems.

And when the ride is free, addicts have
more money to get high and sellers can
escape arrest by hopping on the next
train. Many deals happen aboard mov-
ing trains, usually unnoticed by other
passengers or on-board security camer-
as, with a quick handshake or bump in
the aisles.

As a result, police say, Portland’s drug
trade is increasingly becoming a disori-
enting blur.

“You can make a deal and TriMet will
drive you away,” said Officer Chris Tray-
nor of the Northeast Precinct neighbor-
hood response team. “The MAX is their
taxi.”

After years of being heralded as a jewel
of progressive growth, MAX is starting to
show the social wear and tear that
plagues rail transit in other urban areas.

The drug problem makes police offi-
cials cringe. Some officers worry about

the potential for turf wars. But with
shrinking budgets to prosecute and jail
dope dealers, they concede that all they
can do is play catch-up.

Furious and constant undercover mis-
sions are considered the best reaction.
Yet TriMet and Portland police say such
efforts are a serious drain, pulling as
many as 10 officers at a time from other
duties for several days and requiring
thousands of dollars of overtime pay.

As long as trafficking continues
quietly, without making other riders un-
comfortable, it likely won’t be a priority,
said Portland police Capt. Mike Bell, who
heads TriMet’s transit police division.

TriMet contracts with four police de-
partments and two sheriff’s offices for
the division’s 35 sworn officers, paying
their salary during their tours of duty.
TriMet also tells them what to crack
down on. Based on customer com-
plaints, the agency currently considers
smoking, yelling and other “bad

Please see MAX, Page A9
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Sgt. John Harrison, a Gresham police officer contracted by TriMet’s transit police division, searches Jon Hall at the
Skidmore Fountain station. Hall was arrested on suspicion of selling heroin to an undercover officer.
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Since mid-December, an undercover Tri-Met officer has logged every dealer busted during random
afternoon and evening drug buys. Fifty-nine arrests have been made since Dec. 17, 2002.
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Immunity
to smallpox
may linger
Lab tests indicate that the bodies
of people inoculated decades ago
“remember” the virus and fight
it, an OHSU researcher says

By ANDY DWORKIN
THE OREGONIAN

People vaccinated against smallpox
decades ago could still have a surprising
amount of immunity, according to pre-
liminary research by an Oregon Health &
Science University researcher.

Mark Slifka and his lab assistants have
exposed more than 100 blood samples
from previously immunized people to a
virus closely related to smallpox. That vi-
rus, vaccinia, is used to immunize
against the disease, which has been
eradicated in nature but which some
government officials fear could be re-
vived in a terrorist attack.

When vaccinia is exposed to blood
plasma from people who were never im-
munized, then put into a lab dish with a
tissue culture, the virus usually kills all
the cells, Slifka said. In recently vaccinat-
ed people, however, the virus will kill few
to no cells.

By exposing the blood samples to vac-
cinia and seeing how many cells die, Slif-
ka hopes to gauge how much immunity
against smallpox people might have 20,
40 or 60 years after their last vaccination.
Slifka said he has seen signs that the
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Dr. Christine Cassel, the latest
dean of the School of Medicine,
takes the advice she gives senior
patients: Relish new challenges

By DON COLBURN
THE OREGONIAN

A young man lay dying in a San Fran-
cisco hospital. A rare cancer — unheard
of in a man his age — raised purplish
splotches on his skin and sapped his
strength.

Dr. Christine Cassel was told to sum-
mon the other doctors-in-training be-
cause they might never see another case
like this.

Wrong. Within two years, the epidem-
ic called AIDS would make the man’s
symptoms frighteningly common.

But at the time — in 1979 — Cassel
was struck by medicine’s oddly back-
ward idea of the ideal teaching case: a
young patient with a rare disease.

“Then you’d go back to the unit,” Cas-
sel says, “and all the patients were old
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ed and disillusioned/B1

Low clouds early
then sunny
High: 52 Low: 34
For complete weather,
see Sports, E6

Copyright © 2003
Oregonian Publishing Co.
Vol. 152, No. 51,142
52 pages

E S EP SW P

I NS IDE WEATHERCirculation hot line.503-221-8240
Classified ads.......... 503-221-8000

The Oregonian is printed on
recycled-content newsprint

THE OREGONIAN ONLINE @ WWW.OREGONLIVE.COM

C M Y K 2 OR 02102 OR 0210 3M A013M A01

2001 PULITZER PRIZE WINNER FOR PUBLIC SERVICEPORTLAND, OREGON 35¢

A win for the West
Kevin Garnett scores 37 points as the West wins the NBA All-Star Game ◆ Sports, E1

MR. ADDY GOES TO WASHINGTON
Portland’s African drum master nabs a
prestigious gig at the Kennedy Center d Living, D1

MONDAY SUNRISE
EDITIONFebruary 10, 2003

Powell sets deadline for Iraq Bush tries
new deal
for Great
Society

Although France and Germany
oppose the use of force, the
United States prepares to push
for U.N. authorization Friday

By STEVEN R. WEISMAN
NEW YORK TIMES NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON — Secretary of State
Colin Powell warned Sunday that if Sad-

dam Hussein is not cooperating with
U.N. weapons inspectors at the end of
this week, President Bush would press
“immediately” for consideration of a Se-
curity Council resolution authorizing
possible use of force against Iraq.

Powell’s comments laid out what ap-
peared to be an accelerating timetable in
the confrontation with Iraq, even as
France, Germany and other skeptics at
the Security Council continued to call for
more time before considering the use of

force.
Bush and his national security adviser,

Condoleezza Rice, also said time was
running short, as the administration
seemed to be setting in motion a swift
showdown with France and Germany,
two of the United States’ closest allies.
Russia’s president, Vladimir Putin, said
Sunday that Moscow, too, was aligning
itself with Paris and Berlin. He spoke
after talks with Chancellor Gerhard
Schroeder of Germany.

U.S. officials say the next important
day in the quickening pace of events
concerning Iraq is Friday, when Hans
Blix and Mohamed ElBaradei, the chief
U.N. weapons inspectors, are to deliver
an updated report on whether Iraq is co-
operating with the inspections imposed
by the Security Council in November.

In Baghdad, Blix and ElBaradei said
Sunday that they had made some pro-
gress in getting Iraq to cooperate

Please see IRAQ, Page A5 The president quietly proposes
restructuring social programs,
giving states more control over
Medicaid and Head StartDrugs are on the move on MAX By SUSAN MILLIGAN

THE BOSTON GLOBE

WASHINGTON — With little fanfare,
President Bush has proposed a dramatic
overhaul in the Great Society programs
created in the 1960s to provide a safety
net for the poor and elderly. His 2004
budget outlines a series of sweeping
changes in social programs — from
Head Start to Medicaid — that have long
been targets of conservative criticism.

Bush’s spending plan, which he sub-
mitted last week to the Republican-
controlled Congress, would give the
states more power in administering
Medicaid, the health program for the
poor, and in controlling Head Start, the
preschool program for disadvantaged
children.

The president’s proposals for Medi-
care would encourage elderly beneficia-
ries to join health maintenance organiz-
ations. Among the incentives would be a
prescription drug benefit, offered in ex-
change for patients leaving the tradition-
al system subsidized by the government,
which involves payments of separate
fees for each medical service.

Those changes — if approved by Con-
gress — could amount to the biggest re-
visions in social programs since Lyndon
Johnson.

“It does stand out as . . a more radical
change than anything we’ve seen in
more than 30 years,” said Robert Greens-
tein of the Center on Budget and Policy

Please see BUDGET, Page A11

Police note that dealers have
latched onto Fareless Square
stops and the rides between them
as fruitful places for sales

By JOSEPH ROSE
THE OREGONIAN

The dealer lingered in the shadows of
a MAX platform under the Burnside
Bridge. In one of his jeans pockets, $7
packets of heroin rubbed against a trad-
ing card-size picture of the Virgin Mary.

Finding a buyer for the drugs was as
easy as waiting for trains to stop and un-
load riders every few minutes.

Busting the seller was just as easy for
an undercover cop posing as a street kid
on a recent night. Step off the MAX.
Make eye contact. Within two minutes,
the dealer was in handcuffs.

“The frustrating thing is there are
three more guys in the wings, ready to
take his place,” said transit police Sgt.
John Harrison as he watched a patrol car
take the dealer away.

Every day, from just before sunrise to
several hours after dark, the same frus-
tration waits at MAX stops along Fareless
Square, say officers who patrol the free-
ride zone.

Like commuters, shoppers and urban
planners, dope dealers and junkies are
developing a fondness for one of Ameri-
ca’s cleanest, most reliable light-rail sys-
tems.

And when the ride is free, addicts have
more money to get high and sellers can
escape arrest by hopping on the next
train. Many deals happen aboard mov-
ing trains, usually unnoticed by other
passengers or on-board security camer-
as, with a quick handshake or bump in
the aisles.

As a result, police say, Portland’s drug
trade is increasingly becoming a disori-
enting blur.

“You can make a deal and TriMet will
drive you away,” said Officer Chris Tray-
nor of the Northeast Precinct neighbor-
hood response team. “The MAX is their
taxi.”

After years of being heralded as a jewel
of progressive growth, MAX is starting to
show the social wear and tear that
plagues rail transit in other urban areas.

The drug problem makes police offi-
cials cringe. Some officers worry about

the potential for turf wars. But with
shrinking budgets to prosecute and jail
dope dealers, they concede that all they
can do is play catch-up.

Furious and constant undercover mis-
sions are considered the best reaction.
Yet TriMet and Portland police say such
efforts are a serious drain, pulling as
many as 10 officers at a time from other
duties for several days and requiring
thousands of dollars of overtime pay.

As long as trafficking continues
quietly, without making other riders un-
comfortable, it likely won’t be a priority,
said Portland police Capt. Mike Bell, who
heads TriMet’s transit police division.

TriMet contracts with four police de-
partments and two sheriff’s offices for
the division’s 35 sworn officers, paying
their salary during their tours of duty.
TriMet also tells them what to crack
down on. Based on customer com-
plaints, the agency currently considers
smoking, yelling and other “bad

Please see MAX, Page A9
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Sgt. John Harrison, a Gresham police officer contracted by TriMet’s transit police division, searches Jon Hall at the
Skidmore Fountain station. Hall was arrested on suspicion of selling heroin to an undercover officer.
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Since mid-December, an undercover Tri-Met officer has logged every dealer busted during random
afternoon and evening drug buys. Fifty-nine arrests have been made since Dec. 17, 2002.
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During an intensive
sweep of Holladay
Park from Nov. 2001
through Feb. 2002
police arrested 44
drug sellers and
alleged buyers.
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Immunity
to smallpox
may linger
Lab tests indicate that the bodies
of people inoculated decades ago
“remember” the virus and fight
it, an OHSU researcher says

By ANDY DWORKIN
THE OREGONIAN

People vaccinated against smallpox
decades ago could still have a surprising
amount of immunity, according to pre-
liminary research by an Oregon Health &
Science University researcher.

Mark Slifka and his lab assistants have
exposed more than 100 blood samples
from previously immunized people to a
virus closely related to smallpox. That vi-
rus, vaccinia, is used to immunize
against the disease, which has been
eradicated in nature but which some
government officials fear could be re-
vived in a terrorist attack.

When vaccinia is exposed to blood
plasma from people who were never im-
munized, then put into a lab dish with a
tissue culture, the virus usually kills all
the cells, Slifka said. In recently vaccinat-
ed people, however, the virus will kill few
to no cells.

By exposing the blood samples to vac-
cinia and seeing how many cells die, Slif-
ka hopes to gauge how much immunity
against smallpox people might have 20,
40 or 60 years after their last vaccination.
Slifka said he has seen signs that the
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dean of the School of Medicine,
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By DON COLBURN
THE OREGONIAN

A young man lay dying in a San Fran-
cisco hospital. A rare cancer — unheard
of in a man his age — raised purplish
splotches on his skin and sapped his
strength.

Dr. Christine Cassel was told to sum-
mon the other doctors-in-training be-
cause they might never see another case
like this.

Wrong. Within two years, the epidem-
ic called AIDS would make the man’s
symptoms frighteningly common.

But at the time — in 1979 — Cassel
was struck by medicine’s oddly back-
ward idea of the ideal teaching case: a
young patient with a rare disease.

“Then you’d go back to the unit,” Cas-
sel says, “and all the patients were old
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Powell sets deadline for Iraq Bush tries
new deal
for Great
Society

Although France and Germany
oppose the use of force, the
United States prepares to push
for U.N. authorization Friday

By STEVEN R. WEISMAN
NEW YORK TIMES NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON — Secretary of State
Colin Powell warned Sunday that if Sad-

dam Hussein is not cooperating with
U.N. weapons inspectors at the end of
this week, President Bush would press
“immediately” for consideration of a Se-
curity Council resolution authorizing
possible use of force against Iraq.

Powell’s comments laid out what ap-
peared to be an accelerating timetable in
the confrontation with Iraq, even as
France, Germany and other skeptics at
the Security Council continued to call for
more time before considering the use of

force.
Bush and his national security adviser,

Condoleezza Rice, also said time was
running short, as the administration
seemed to be setting in motion a swift
showdown with France and Germany,
two of the United States’ closest allies.
Russia’s president, Vladimir Putin, said
Sunday that Moscow, too, was aligning
itself with Paris and Berlin. He spoke
after talks with Chancellor Gerhard
Schroeder of Germany.

U.S. officials say the next important
day in the quickening pace of events
concerning Iraq is Friday, when Hans
Blix and Mohamed ElBaradei, the chief
U.N. weapons inspectors, are to deliver
an updated report on whether Iraq is co-
operating with the inspections imposed
by the Security Council in November.

In Baghdad, Blix and ElBaradei said
Sunday that they had made some pro-
gress in getting Iraq to cooperate

Please see IRAQ, Page A5 The president quietly proposes
restructuring social programs,
giving states more control over
Medicaid and Head StartDrugs are on the move on MAX By SUSAN MILLIGAN

THE BOSTON GLOBE

WASHINGTON — With little fanfare,
President Bush has proposed a dramatic
overhaul in the Great Society programs
created in the 1960s to provide a safety
net for the poor and elderly. His 2004
budget outlines a series of sweeping
changes in social programs — from
Head Start to Medicaid — that have long
been targets of conservative criticism.

Bush’s spending plan, which he sub-
mitted last week to the Republican-
controlled Congress, would give the
states more power in administering
Medicaid, the health program for the
poor, and in controlling Head Start, the
preschool program for disadvantaged
children.

The president’s proposals for Medi-
care would encourage elderly beneficia-
ries to join health maintenance organiz-
ations. Among the incentives would be a
prescription drug benefit, offered in ex-
change for patients leaving the tradition-
al system subsidized by the government,
which involves payments of separate
fees for each medical service.

Those changes — if approved by Con-
gress — could amount to the biggest re-
visions in social programs since Lyndon
Johnson.

“It does stand out as . . a more radical
change than anything we’ve seen in
more than 30 years,” said Robert Greens-
tein of the Center on Budget and Policy
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Police note that dealers have
latched onto Fareless Square
stops and the rides between them
as fruitful places for sales

By JOSEPH ROSE
THE OREGONIAN

The dealer lingered in the shadows of
a MAX platform under the Burnside
Bridge. In one of his jeans pockets, $7
packets of heroin rubbed against a trad-
ing card-size picture of the Virgin Mary.

Finding a buyer for the drugs was as
easy as waiting for trains to stop and un-
load riders every few minutes.

Busting the seller was just as easy for
an undercover cop posing as a street kid
on a recent night. Step off the MAX.
Make eye contact. Within two minutes,
the dealer was in handcuffs.

“The frustrating thing is there are
three more guys in the wings, ready to
take his place,” said transit police Sgt.
John Harrison as he watched a patrol car
take the dealer away.

Every day, from just before sunrise to
several hours after dark, the same frus-
tration waits at MAX stops along Fareless
Square, say officers who patrol the free-
ride zone.

Like commuters, shoppers and urban
planners, dope dealers and junkies are
developing a fondness for one of Ameri-
ca’s cleanest, most reliable light-rail sys-
tems.

And when the ride is free, addicts have
more money to get high and sellers can
escape arrest by hopping on the next
train. Many deals happen aboard mov-
ing trains, usually unnoticed by other
passengers or on-board security camer-
as, with a quick handshake or bump in
the aisles.

As a result, police say, Portland’s drug
trade is increasingly becoming a disori-
enting blur.

“You can make a deal and TriMet will
drive you away,” said Officer Chris Tray-
nor of the Northeast Precinct neighbor-
hood response team. “The MAX is their
taxi.”

After years of being heralded as a jewel
of progressive growth, MAX is starting to
show the social wear and tear that
plagues rail transit in other urban areas.

The drug problem makes police offi-
cials cringe. Some officers worry about

the potential for turf wars. But with
shrinking budgets to prosecute and jail
dope dealers, they concede that all they
can do is play catch-up.

Furious and constant undercover mis-
sions are considered the best reaction.
Yet TriMet and Portland police say such
efforts are a serious drain, pulling as
many as 10 officers at a time from other
duties for several days and requiring
thousands of dollars of overtime pay.

As long as trafficking continues
quietly, without making other riders un-
comfortable, it likely won’t be a priority,
said Portland police Capt. Mike Bell, who
heads TriMet’s transit police division.

TriMet contracts with four police de-
partments and two sheriff’s offices for
the division’s 35 sworn officers, paying
their salary during their tours of duty.
TriMet also tells them what to crack
down on. Based on customer com-
plaints, the agency currently considers
smoking, yelling and other “bad

Please see MAX, Page A9
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Sgt. John Harrison, a Gresham police officer contracted by TriMet’s transit police division, searches Jon Hall at the
Skidmore Fountain station. Hall was arrested on suspicion of selling heroin to an undercover officer.
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Since mid-December, an undercover Tri-Met officer has logged every dealer busted during random
afternoon and evening drug buys. Fifty-nine arrests have been made since Dec. 17, 2002.
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Immunity
to smallpox
may linger
Lab tests indicate that the bodies
of people inoculated decades ago
“remember” the virus and fight
it, an OHSU researcher says

By ANDY DWORKIN
THE OREGONIAN

People vaccinated against smallpox
decades ago could still have a surprising
amount of immunity, according to pre-
liminary research by an Oregon Health &
Science University researcher.

Mark Slifka and his lab assistants have
exposed more than 100 blood samples
from previously immunized people to a
virus closely related to smallpox. That vi-
rus, vaccinia, is used to immunize
against the disease, which has been
eradicated in nature but which some
government officials fear could be re-
vived in a terrorist attack.

When vaccinia is exposed to blood
plasma from people who were never im-
munized, then put into a lab dish with a
tissue culture, the virus usually kills all
the cells, Slifka said. In recently vaccinat-
ed people, however, the virus will kill few
to no cells.

By exposing the blood samples to vac-
cinia and seeing how many cells die, Slif-
ka hopes to gauge how much immunity
against smallpox people might have 20,
40 or 60 years after their last vaccination.
Slifka said he has seen signs that the
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Dr. Christine Cassel, the latest
dean of the School of Medicine,
takes the advice she gives senior
patients: Relish new challenges

By DON COLBURN
THE OREGONIAN

A young man lay dying in a San Fran-
cisco hospital. A rare cancer — unheard
of in a man his age — raised purplish
splotches on his skin and sapped his
strength.

Dr. Christine Cassel was told to sum-
mon the other doctors-in-training be-
cause they might never see another case
like this.

Wrong. Within two years, the epidem-
ic called AIDS would make the man’s
symptoms frighteningly common.

But at the time — in 1979 — Cassel
was struck by medicine’s oddly back-
ward idea of the ideal teaching case: a
young patient with a rare disease.

“Then you’d go back to the unit,” Cas-
sel says, “and all the patients were old
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Some businesses thrive on the light-rail line, they are just not businesses that you would want in 
your neighborhood. I don’t want to say that no one but drug dealers ride Portland’s light rail, but 
once a train left a station near a planned but unbuilt high-density development



with only one passenger on board. Now, coyotes like to go where they know they can find solitude 
from people, so this guy felt comfortable getting on the light rail train.



Portland-Area Commuters Using Transit
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Source: Census Bureau
Since 1980, Portland has built four light-rail lines and a streetcar line, and the share of people 
taking transit to work has fallen from almost 10 percent to 6.5 percent.



Portland-Area Commuters
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Between 2000 and 2007, the number of people taking transit to work actually fell, while the number 
of people driving grew by more than the total number of transit commuters.



If your goal is to make housing unaffordable, streets more congested, increase taxes, and/or 
reduce the quality of urban services, then by all means follow the fads that Portland has followed. 
But what should you do if your goals are different?



One model to follow is Anaheim California, which wanted to revitalize an area called the Platinum 
Triangle.



The Anaheim Platinum Triangle is a warehouse district in the vicinity of the Honda Sports Center 
and the Angel Stadium.



Most California cities would use tax-increment financing and eminent domain to redevelop this 
area. Instead, Anaheim Mayor Curt Pringle eliminated all zoning and planning requirements for the 
area and let developers do what they wanted.



The result was literally billions of dollars of economic development, including new office buildings,



hotels



and residences.



These developments received virtually no subsidies. Instead, government just got out of the way 
and let developers build for the market.



Land uses in California are far more heavily regulated than in Kansas, so your results may differ. But 
if getting out of the way doesn’t result in the kind of development you wanted, then maybe that 
wasn’t the right kind of development in the first place.



Beyond getting out of the way, government should finance things like roads, transit, water, and 
sewer out of user fees, not out of general tax dollars.



Developers in Texas, such as this Houston suburb called Sienna Plantation



or this older development known as the Woodlands sell bonds to install all roads and utilities and 
create a municipal utility district that charges homeowners enough to repay those bonds over 30 
years. This means there is no need for up-front development charges or impact fees that reducing 
housing affordability.



Though many people consider Portland,
Oregon, a model of 21st-century urban planning,
the region’s integrated land-use and transporta-
tion plans have greatly reduced the area’s livabili-
ty. To halt urban sprawl and reduce people’s
dependence on the automobile, Portland’s plans
use an urban-growth boundary to greatly increase
the area’s population density, spend most of the
region’s transportation funds on various rail tran-
sit projects, and promote construction of scores of
high-density, mixed-use developments.

When judged by the results rather than the
intentions, the costs of Portland’s planning far
outweigh the benefits. Planners made housing
unaffordable to force more people to live in multi-
family housing or in homes on tiny lots. They
allowed congestion to increase to near-gridlock lev-
els to force more people to ride the region’s expen-
sive rail transit lines. They diverted billions of dol-
lars of taxes from schools, fire, public health, and
other essential services to subsidize the construc-
tion of transit and high-density housing projects. 

Those high costs have not produced the utopia
planners promised. Far from curbing sprawl, high
housing prices led tens of thousands of families to

move to Vancouver, Washington, and other cities
outside the region’s authority. Far from reducing
driving, rail transit has actually reduced the share
of travel using transit from what it was in 1980.
And developers have found that so-called transit-
oriented developments only work when they
include plenty of parking.

Portland-area residents have expressed their
opposition to these plans by voting against light
rail and density and voting for a property-rights
measure that allows landowners to claim either
compensation or waivers for land-use rules
passed since they purchased their property.
Opposition turned to anger when a 2004 scandal
revealed that an insider network known as the
“light-rail mafia” had manipulated the planning
process to direct rail construction contracts and
urban-renewal subsidies to themselves.

These problems are all the predictable result
of a process that gives a few people enormous
power over an entire urban area. Portland should
dismantle its planning programs, and other
cities that want to maintain their livability would
do well to study Portland as an example of how
not to plan.

Debunking Portland
The City That Doesn’t Work

by Randal O’Toole

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Randal O’Toole is a senior fellow with the Cato Institute and the author of the forthcoming book, The Best-Laid
Plans: How Government Planning Harms Your Quality of Life, Your Pocketbook, and Your Future.
Now a resident of Bandon, Oregon, O'Toole is a native Oregonian who has spent most of his life in the Portland area.
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For more information, I encourage you to read some of my papers on these issues.



I also have a book on the follies of government planning and how market mechanisms can take care 
of problems that planners create.



I also have a new book on problems with and solutions to our transportation issues.



Many of my publications are accessible through my blog, the Antiplanner, which is http://ti.org/
antiplanner. Or just Google “antiplanner” and I should be the first thing on the list.



For even more information, I invite you to Orlando this June 10-12



Preserving the American Dream Conference

The Future of 
American Mobility 

and Homeownership
June 10-12, 2010
Orlando, Florida

where the American Dream Coalition will hold its annual meeting on the future of American mobility 
and homeownership.



For more information:
Web sites: 

ti.org               cato.org
americandreamcoalition.org

e-mail: rot@ti.org
For e-mail updates, give me 

your e-mail address
You can get more information from these web sites. If you are interested in receiving free email 
updates, simply give me your card or email address.

mailto:rot@cato.org
mailto:rot@cato.org

