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   Richard Nixon came back from the worst political scandal in modern times to become a senior statesman and best-selling author.

   Bob Packwood recovered from a sex scandal to become a successful Washington, D.C., lobbyist.

   Bill Clinton weathered a White House affair to remain a popular public figure and subject of an eagerly awaited autobiography.

   So can former Gov. Neil Goldschmidt survive the shocking news that he had an illegal sexual relationship with a 14-year-old girl in the 1970s? Will he ever resume his role as the state’s most influential power broker?

   Some political observers believe the gravity of Goldschmidt’s offense is too great to overcome.

   “It would take so long, he should just retire,” said political analyst Jim Moore, a former University of Portland political science professor.

   Others think Goldschmidt still has a lot to offer.

   “He’s a smart guy with a lot of experience getting things done in this state. People will still seek him out for advice,” said one veteran consultant, who asked not to be identified.

   Indeed, much of Goldschmidt’s considerable influence over the years has been exercised behind the scenes.

   No public figure in Oregon is as connected as Goldschmidt. He has been an employer, friend and mentor to many people who are now civic and corporate power brokers in their own right. In addition, Goldschmidt has repeatedly worked with many of their organizations as a private consultant.

   And some political observers say that’s why a comeback — particularly a behind-the-scenes comeback — is not outside the realm of possibility.

   Goldschmidt’s public career was characterized by deal making. As mayor of Portland from 1973 to 1979, he helped revitalize downtown by attracting new retailers, such as Nordstrom. As U.S. secretary of transportation from 1979 to 1981, he helped lay the groundwork for the region’s light-rail system. As Oregon’s governor from 1987 to 1991, Goldschmidt made economic development a top priority, producing such state-funded efforts as the Portland-based Oregon Trade and Marketing Center, which he chaired after leaving office.

   As the founding partner of the Goldschmidt Imeson Carter consulting firm in 1991, Goldschmidt continued to be a major power broker. He worked on the light rail line to the airport, the South Waterfront urban renewal development and the Midtown Park Blocks project, a 2001 downtown renovation proposal that is dormant but not dead because of Goldschmidt’s influence in the highest levels of city government.

   These alliances are well-known in media and political circles. For example, the term “light-rail mafia” is tossed around by journalists, planners and elected officials to describe the Goldschmidt-connected people working on regional transit projects. They include Portland-area U.S. Rep. Earl Blumenauer, a Democrat who served in the Oregon House of Representatives when Goldschmidt was mayor; friend Tom Walsh, the former TriMet director and brother of Walsh Construction owner Robert Walsh; and Fred Hansen, TriMet’s current director who served as the head of the state Department of Environmental Quality under Goldschmidt.

   Despite Goldschmidt’s great wealth of connections, feelings are mixed about his ability to make a comeback.

   “People who know him are split. Some people feel betrayed by him. Some are still loyal to him and think the news never should have come out,” one consultant said. 
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   Neil Goldschmidt’s influence reaches deep into the inner workings of Oregon’s most powerful civic and business circles.
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   In 34 years as the state’s heaviest hitter in both the public and private sector, he appointed, signed up, hired, assigned, invited, designated and cajoled hundreds of activists. And today their influence continues. His legions can be found on civic boards, in elected office and at the highest levels of business and government, a network that kept him active in the most important doings of the city and state.

   Although this listing of people, boards, businesses and agencies with whom he has strong connections is far from complete, it illustrates why a comeback is not outside the realm of possibility.

   Goldschmidt is the founder of Goldschmidt Imeson Carter, former mayor of Portland, former U.S. secretary of transportation under President Jimmy Carter, former Oregon governor, former chairman of Oregon Electric Utility Co. and former chairman of the State Board of Higher Education; was appointed by Port of Portland Director Bill Wyatt to head a citizens committee to study Portland International Airport security after the terrorist attacks of Sept. 11, 2001; and is the husband of Diana Snowden Goldschmidt and brother-in-law of Nancy Goldschmidt.

   

   Individuals
   Jerry Bidwell – Goldschmidt’s best friend. Head of Bidwell & Co. investment firm. Serves on the Oregon Investment Council and voted to invest state money in the Texas Pacific Group.

   David Bragdon – Metro presiding officer. Chairman of the Oregon Port Planning and Development Advisory Committee under then-Gov. Goldschmidt. Brother Peter Bragdon is Oregon Gov. Ted Kulongoski’s departing chief of staff.

   William Campbell – Ater Wynne attorney. Worked as director of Goldschmidt-established Oregon Trade and Marketing Center.

   John Carter – Goldschmidt Imeson Carter partner, NW Natural board member. Former Bechtel executive who joined Goldschmidt Imeson Carter after working on Goldschmidt-brokered TriMet airport MAX line. Partner with wife and Neil and Diana Goldschmidt in Four Fools LLC vineyard in Dundee.

   Mark Dodson – President and CEO of NW Natural. Husband of former Goldschmidt employee Ruth Ann Dodson. Former Ater Wynne attorney. Member of Oregon Children’s Foundation board of directors.

   Ruth Ann Dodson – Worked for Goldschmidt for 16 years — in the mayor’s office; in Washington, D.C., when Goldschmidt was U.S. secretary of transportation; and in the governor’s office, where she ran the Office for Boards and Commissions and worked on the Children’s Agenda. Later became a founding member of the Oregon Children’s Foundation board of directors.

   Brian Gard – Longtime Goldschmidt friend. Partner in Gard & Gerber public relations firm. Representing Goldschmidt during the scandal. Firm retained by SAIF for marketing work, named with Goldschmidt in ethics complaint filed by state Sen. Vicki Walker, D-Eugene. Managed the PGE-backed anti-PUD campaign last fall that included a letter from Goldschmidt opposing the people’s utility district.

   Mark Gardiner – City of Portland’s chief financial officer under Goldschmidt. Head of Western Financial Group consulting firm. Worked with Goldschmidt on airport MAX line. Serves on Oregon Investment Council and voted to invest public funds in Texas Pacific Group.

   Diana Snowden Goldschmidt — Goldschmidt’s wife. Former senior operations executive officer for Pacific Power & Light, former senior vice president of operations for Pacific Telecom, former interim superintendent of Portland Public Schools, current owner of Urban Design Works consulting firm.

   Nancy Goldschmidt – Married to Goldschmidt’s brother, Steve. Hired by state’s higher education system in 1990 when Goldschmidt was governor. Currently employed at Oregon Health & Science University at the recommendation of Gov. Ted Kulongoski.

   Matt Hennessee – Chairman of Portland Development Commission. Director of state workers’ compensation division under Goldschmidt.

   Thomas Imeson – Partner in Goldschmidt Imeson Carter, Port of Portland commissioner. Chief of staff for then-Gov. Goldschmidt, PacifiCorp vice president, Land Conservation and Development Commission member. Chaired Gov.-elect Kulongoski’s transition team.

   Gregg Kantor – Senior vice president of public and regulatory affairs at NW Natural. Press aide to then-Gov. Goldschmidt.

   Ted Kulongoski – Oregon governor; ran for the office in 2002 at Goldschmidt’s suggestion. Served as insurance commissioner under then-Gov. Goldschmidt. Helped write workers’ compensation system reforms that allowed SAIF to compete in private sector. Asked Goldschmidt to help devise economic development strategy. Appointed Goldschmidt to chair State Board of Higher Education; Goldschmidt resigned May 6.

   Fred Miller – Former vice president of public affairs for PGE. Head of state Executive Department under then-Gov. Goldschmidt.

   Don Mazziotti – Executive director of the Portland Development Commission, chief city planner under then-Mayor Goldschmidt.

   Tom Moyer – Portland developer behind the Midtown Park Blocks project pushed by Goldschmidt and the Park Blocks Foundation.

   George Passadore – Retired head of Wells Fargo Bank. Former chairman of TriMet; supporter of the Midtown Park Blocks plan.

   Dick Reiten – Chairman of the board of directors at NW Natural. Worked as head of Economic Development Department under Goldschmidt. Headed PGE between state and NW Natural jobs.

   Bill Scott – Then-Mayor Goldschmidt’s chief of staff and mayoral aide. Former president of Pacific Development Inc., a PacifiCorp subsidiary that managed and developed property in Lloyd District area. Former director of the Oregon Economic Development Department under then-Gov. John Kitzhaber. Now director of Portland-based Flexcar, nation’s oldest car-sharing company.

   Tom Walsh – Former head of Walsh Construction, large local construction firm involved in numerous city and TriMet-related projects. Chairman of Oregon Transportation Commission. Former director of TriMet. Director of Oregon Electric Utility Co., formerly chaired by Goldschmidt, which is seeking to buy PGE from Enron. Married to political consultant Patricia McCaig, chief of staff for then-Gov. Barbara Roberts (Goldschmidt’s successor).

   Bill Wyatt – Director of Port of Portland. Chief of staff for former Gov. John Kitzhaber. Appointed Goldschmidt to head citizens committee studying airport security after Sept. 11, 2001.

   

   Organizations
   Ater Wynne – A prominent Portland law firm that rents office space to Goldschmidt Imeson Carter. Represents Oregon Energy Utility Co. in the Texas Pacific Group-backed purchase of Portland General Electric before the Oregon Public Utility Commission. Jonathan Ater, a good friend of Goldschmidt, previously advised the city of Portland on a possible PGE takeover. Steve Wynne serves as secretary-treasurer of the nonprofit Oregon Children’s Foundation, founded by Goldschmidt. Current firm member William Campbell worked at the Goldschmidt-established Oregon Trade and Marketing Center. Member Ron Saxton is a former Portland school board member who served as one of Goldschmidt’s sounding boards. Former member Mark Dodson is now head of NW Natural.

   Bechtel Corp. – International engineering firm. Partnered with TriMet and Port of Portland on the Goldschmidt-brokered Airport MAX light-rail line. After the project, partner John Carter joined Goldschmidt Imeson Carter.

   Goldschmidt Imeson Carter – Portland-based consulting firm founded by Neil Goldschmidt Inc. in 1991. Current or former clients include: AT&T Corp., Bechtel Corp., Crown Pacific Partners LP, Energy Northwest, Nike Inc., Weyerhaeuser Co.

   Nike Inc. – Beaverton-based international sports apparel company founded by Phil Knight. Employed Goldschmidt as head of Nike Canada after his term as U.S. secretary of transportation. Currently a Goldschmidt Imeson Carter client.

   Oregon Children’s Foundation – Nonprofit education organization founded by Goldschmidt. Operates SMART (Start Making a Reader Today) program. Board and committee members include Mark Dodson, Ruth Ann Dodson and Steve Wynne.

   Oregon Electric Utility Co. – Oregon corporation formed last year to buy PGE from Enron Corp. Primarily financed by Texas Pacific Group, which appointed Goldschmidt chairman in 2003. Goldschmidt resigned May 6.

   Oregon Health & Science University – Portland-based private-public teaching hospital. Goldschmidt served on board of directors. University is expanding into South Waterfront Urban Renewal Area: Goldschmidt chaired early discussion with large property owners, including the Schnitzers and the Zidells. OHSU hired sister-in-law Nancy Goldschmidt in January at Kulongoski’s urging.

   PacifiCorp – Parent company of PP&L electric utility company. Goldschmidt’s wife, Diana, served as vice president. Goldschmidt served on advisory board in 2003. Former Goldschmidt mayoral aide Bill Scott served as president of Pacific Development Inc., a PacifiCorp subsidiary that managed and developed real estate in Lloyd District.

   Park Blocks Foundation – Nonprofit organization supporting the Midtown Park Blocks plan pushed by Goldschmidt. Bought Woodlark Building with partner Tom Moyer before project started.

   Port of Portland – Operates Portland International Airport and the port. Partnered with TriMet and Bechtel in Goldschmidt-brokered Airport MAX line. Director Bill Wyatt appointed Goldschmidt to head citizens committee studying airport security after Sept. 11, 2001.

   Portland General Electric – Oregon utility company being bought by Oregon Electric Utility Co., formerly chaired by Goldschmidt. Owns International Trade Center, where the Oregon Trade and Marketing Center once leased space.

   Portland Public Schools – Goldschmidt’s wife, Diana, served as interim superintendent of the school district from December 1997 to July 1998. Former Superintendent Ben Canada hired Goldschmidt’s brother, Steve, as a human resources consultant in 1999 and as human resources director in 2001.

   SAIF – State workers’ compensation insurance agency, formerly called State Accident Insurance Fund. Authorized to compete in private sector when Goldschmidt was governor. Paid Goldschmidt (and his consulting firm) approximately $1 million for “strategic consulting advice” between 1998 and 2003. Uses Gard & Gerber for marketing. Payments were the subject of ethics complaint filed by state Sen. Vicki Walker, which are being investigated by the state Government Standards and Practices Commission.

 Schnitzer Group – Portland-based manufacturing and development company. Major landowner in North Macadam/South Waterfront Urban Renewal Area. Retained Goldschmidt to chair early discussions on redevelopment opportunities.

   Texas Pacific Group – Corporate takeover firm financing Oregon Electric Utility Co. purchase of PGE. Named Goldschmidt chairman and Tom Walsh director.

   TriMet – Local mass transit agency. Heavily involved in light-rail projects advocated by Goldschmidt when he was U.S. secretary of transportation. Current general manager Fred Hansen served as Oregon Department of Environmental Quality under then-Gov. Goldschmidt. Former Director Tom Walsh serves as director of Oregon Electric Utility, the company formerly chaired by Goldschmidt that is seeking to buy PGE from Enron.

   Zidell Marine Corp. – Portland-based manufacturing company. Major landowner in North Macadam/South Waterfront Urban Renewal Area. Retained Goldschmidt to chair early discussions on redevelopment opportunities.
